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CHEMISTRY IN THE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 



INGA A. ALLISON 
Lake Erie College, Painesville, Ohio 



[In the development of nature-study within the past decade, no 
branch of the subject has received so little attention as chemistry. 
There are several reasons, good and bad, for this neglect. Nature- 
study has always been more or less clouded with the story-book 
method, and this branch of the subject does not lend itself easily to 
such treatment. Fortunately, nobody yet has attempted to introduce 
the children to chemistry by reporting in story form a familiar con- 
versation between " Mr." and " Mrs. Atom ; " nor has anyone yet 
worked out the infinite literary possibilities that may lie in the de- 
tailed tribulations of the little " baby atoms." It is not to be expected, 
however, that we shall much longer escape a dramatic presentation of 
the lives of " Papa " and " Mamma Microbe," the effect of which will 
be to impress upon the vivid imagination of childhood the picture of 
something like a cross between a rhinoceros and a crocodile. 

There is some difficulty in the fact that many of the phenomena 
belonging to the field of chemistry arise from changes that are ob- 
scure in their origin and difficult to observe. But the chief trouble is 
that most teachers seem to think that the only way to begin the sub- 
ject is to start with certain experiments relating to chemical change 
which through endless repetition have come to be known as "clas- 
sics." Whoever heard of beginning chemistry in any other way than 
by decomposing mercuric oxide and by combining iron filings and 
sulphur ! 

There are, though, many ways in which pupils come into contact 
with chemical phenomena. When proper attention is given to it, no 
other aspect of nature is more profoundly interesting to children. The 
following outline is intended to illustrate some of the points of con- 
tact which the child makes with the subject in his ordinary experi- 
ences, leaving it to the sense of the teacher to see how such work 
should be carried out in detail. — Note by the Editor.] 
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